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When the well-known director of a womenâ€™s retreat center goes missing, Espoo Police Detective

Maria Kallio is called to investigate. As the missing womanâ€™s friends and family quickly become

the pool of suspects, Maria must soften her tough interrogation style to uncover the information she

needs to solve the crime. Meanwhile, a killer Maria put in prison escapes and sets out to take

revenge. As the missing persons caseâ€”and Mariaâ€™s personal lifeâ€”become increasingly

complicated, the Espoo Police work to track down the escaped killer before itâ€™s too late.
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"Snow Woman" by Lenna Lehtolainen is the fourth in her Maria Kallio series. Although I enjoyed the

previous three, I found this one to be the best by far. In each of the books to date, Kallio works at a

different job (though all are related to law and law enforcement). "Snow Woman" finds her working

in the Violent Crimes Unit of the Espoo (Finland) Police Department. The characters are well

developed, especially Kallio who continues to grow both professionally and personally.The story

opens as Maria and Antii Sarkela marry. But just as happens in real life, Kallio soon finds herself

with more than just thoughts of wedded bliss to fill her hours. When Aline Rosberg, the head of a



women's retreat, is reported missing and subsequently found frozen to death on the grounds of the

retreat, the investigation bogs down. But with the discovery of her pregnancy, the concerns in

Kallio's life speed up. And at about the same time, she gets news that a convicted murderer has

escaped and is out to seek revenge against her and a fellow detective.Because Rosberg was the

director of a women's retreat, Kallio must interview several of her guests and friends who were

present the night Rosberg went missing. These women have varied backgrounds. Johanna SÃ¤ntii,

estranged from her devoutly religious husband after she aborted her baby to save her own life; Milla

Martilla, a stripper and suspected prostitute; Tarja KivimÃ¤ki, a reporter and mistress of a high

government official. It's Kallio's interaction with these women, giving her ample opportunity to

examine her own values, beliefs, and desires, that made this a good read for me. Kallio loves her

work, and she is basically a loner used to looking only after herself. Fortunately, her husband is as

independent as she.
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